4p10d si 
uO A10]¢ 


Publishers: 

Bissell Centre, Edmonton 
Edmonton City Centre Church 
Corporation, Edmonton 
Connection Housing, Calgary 
Managing Editor and Design: 
Keith Wiley 

Proofreader: Needed, please call. 


EDMONTON: 

Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street + Edmonton « 
T5H 2H6 

Phone: 428-400 « Fax: 429-7908 
Paper Distribution * Wendy 
McPherson 


CALGARY 
Connection Housing 


Tim Wilde 

409-1 0th Avenue SE 
Calgary,AB T2W 3M6 
232-6777 

Fax: 263-8339 

Paper Distribution * Rick 
Whittaker 


EMAIL: 
sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


OUR VOICE is published to provide an 


communicating about their issues to the 
public. 


ADVERTISING 


For advertising rates and information, 
please contact OUR VOICE at 


Edmonton 421-7966 ask for Moe 
Calgary 230-4477 ask for Carol 


SEPTEMBER 1997 


Vol. 4 No.9 


OUR VOICE welcomes your contri- 
bution. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, unless 
otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE 
welcomes written submissions, particu- 
larly those on IBM or Mac compatible 
computer disk, cartoons, photographs 
or artwork. OUR VOICE cannot 
accept responsibility for any submis- 
sion. No part of this newspaper may 
be reproduced in any form without 
written permission from OUR 
VOICE. 

Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
are not necessarily those of OUR 
VOICE, the editors or publishers. 


EMAIL: sparechg@freenet.edmon- 


ton.ab.ca 


marginalized people in our eg vtke 


LU : 
Talking 
s Back 


To Gary Sommert 


(INNOCENT, July '97 issue) 


This is the way Canada is going, if you are poor you are a 
criminal, charged and judged before you ever go to court. 
Edmonton cops don't care about facts. I had a run-in, and was 
charged for mailing a letter to a guy in jail that was too sexual. It 
cost me $2,000 and it was withdrawn in court. I, Gary, and 
many others should be able to sue. 

No name, for fear of the police. 


Call us. Leave your vote & comment: 


1-888-428-4001 Toll Free 


Re: Woman taking Welfare to court 


Those people at welfare should be willng to put their jobs on 
the line for doing what is right, instead of doing what they are 
told. As far as some of those people who were abusive to her, 


who are they to judge? Jave they even been on welfare? 


They should know that people on welfare do not choose to 
be on welfare. It's a safety net for people who can't find work. 
The neo-conservative types who consider themselves to be 
Christians should read Matthew 25 verses 41 to 46 that describes 
what will happen to people with such attitudes towards the 
poor. Thank you. 

Anonymous 


TEST CASE 


CONTINUED FROM | 


In hearing the evidence, the judge seemed surprised that so 
much weight was given to something as trivial as a missed 
appointment. 


"The panel and the Department seem to put a great deal of 
weight on a missed appointment. If that is so, and the applicant 
said she thought it was another date, that's important," he 
remarked." The panel should have questioned the department 
and the client. If that was not done, it couldn't have been a fair 

Judge Binder set aside the April decision and ordered that 
McBryan get a new hearing before an appeal panel that does not 
include anyone who heard the first appeal. 


Judge Binder stated that the appeal panel had failed to pro- 
vide reasons in support of their finding that McBryan refused or 
neglected to avail herself of the job training program. 


At her new hearing, McBryan will be allowed to cross exam- 
ine her caseworker, and the head of the Goodwill training pro- 
gram, and whoever made the original decision to cut her off 
benefits. She will also be allowed to have her doctor present to 
testify about her medical condition. 


Judge Binder also made a strong recommendation that appeal 
panels make a "sincere effort to adequately summarize proceed- 
ings to provide adequate reasons for their decisions." 

When the matter of court costs was raised, council for the 
Dept. of Social Services stated, "We have no provisions to pay 
costs. The Department has never been in a matter before the 
courts where costs have been paid by the Department." 

"We are looking for $1500," Chotalia said," Ms McBryan is 
here to provide guidance to other people. This will provide guid- 
ance because there have been no other cases." 


"I was not aware that this was a test case until coming here," 


Contribute your AIR MILES 


Frustrations with AIR MILES “transfers” 


Our apologies if we have been unable 
to get back to everyone who called. We 
have in fact been talking to AIR MILES 
offices, who cannot see the way clear to 
transfer existing MILES to the Our Voice 
account. The result, after much frustra- 


r | ve you to again to all the people 
who called to contribute Air Miles 
to Our Voice so we can send some 

of our vendor/writers to the International 

Street Publications conference in Seattle 


in this month. 


=, 


said council for the Dept. of Social services. 
The Judge awarded costs plus disbursements to McBryan. 
Outside the courtroom, McBryan said, “I'm planning on win- 
ning my next appeal. It's been a very worthwhile endeavour." 


When asked if she still needs welfare, McBryan said, "What 
income I have has been directed towards legal costs. I need 


| either a good job, or further assistance." 


| McBryan has completed a two year course in graphic design. 


She is seeking re-instatement from the time when she was cut off. 


"It was very difficult. Theresa and her friends spent so much 
time fund raising," Chotalia explained, "People in her position 
do not have the funds to go through a judicial review. This rep- 
resents to Albertans that the courts are here to protect them. We 
hope that it sends a signal to others that if you feel you've been arbi- 
trarily cut off, you are not alone. You can challenge the system." 


Unfortunately, as Chotalia pointed out, it is costly and most 
people on assistance cannot raise the money. Just to file the judi- 
cial review costs $200. 


Pam Barrett, N.D.P. leader in the provincial legislature, and 
Linda Sloan, Liberal social services critic, were both present for 
the judicial review. 

"| think it's a strong and compelling decision and an example of 
where the Department has to pull up their bootstraps and be 
accountable and fair with respect to the Department appeal 
processes," said Sloan. "This decision effectively tips the scale and 
establishes that justice is as important as financial objectives." 


Pam Barrett said, "It's a pity that a citizen should have to go 
to court to get fairness when the Alberta government should be 
fair and sensitive. I hope that this is a lesson to the government 
to be fair." 


one person to the conference. Aud not 
with AIR MILES at all. Call us at 1-888- 
428-4001. 


Apparently the only way to donate 
your Air Miles to Our Voice is to use this 
number 8006-5915639 when you shop, 


tion, is that we will likely only be sending 


en oe a 


f.. 5 i 
/ Street Kids International 


Economic realism helps young people 
(0 scrape a living together 
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BY SABITRI GHOSH 


hough its office sits atop a ten-storey build- 

ing in Toronto, Street Kids International 

(S.K.I.) looks atthe world from the perspec- 
tive of the street. It refuses to talk down to street 
kids or to speak to issues from a position of moral 
authority. 


A brief negative review of S.K.L.'s way of seeing 
things turned up in a 1994 piece on the oppres- 
sion of children. "There are some in the interna- 
tional aid community who cannot see the shan- 
tytown for the shacks," shot author Rick Moffatt, 
writing for This Magazine. 

Christopher Lowry, S.K.L's Director of 
Educational media, wrote to thank the magazine 
for a "timely and important article on street kids 
... (offering) important insights" and "(provoking) 
much-needed debate. However ... 

Street kids have little time for anti-business 
ideology where their own survival is concerned. It 
is not surprising that they welcome the opportu- 
nity offered by some community-based groups to 
help them fulfill their basic needs and stay out of 
jail while they're waiting for a revolution." 


Lowry still praises the content of that article. 
He praises Craig Kielburger, the Canadian student 
who drew attention as an international anti-child 
labour activist, and yet cautions against depriving 
children of the opportunity to work for them- 
selves and earn money for their families. He 
acknowledges the hypocrisy of the indifferent or 
repressive countries S.K.I. operates in but feels, 
"working with their governments, to change 
labour and education laws," achieves more ends 
than wishful sloganeering. Rather than pitying 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF STREET KIDS INTERNATIONAL 


them, he's in awe of "the courage, tenacity, and 
survival skills of street kids." 


Street Kids International as an organization has 
little time for any ideology where helping street 
kids is concerned. Ambiguities and changes don't 
faze them. They're even reexamining their name, 
says Lowry, because 'street kids' is a label that 
"most street kids do not define themselves as." 


But in nearly a decade of promoting "brave 
ideas" - beginning with their mission statement to 
"promote independence and self-respect among 
street children" - it has become a name truly 
international in terms of acclaim, recognition, 
and inevitable controversy. 


While "not suggesting that kids should not 
maintain contact with their families," S.K.I. "legit- 
imizes and respects" the choices some have made 
to be on the street. In many cases, their dilemma 
is far different than is commonly imagined. For 
one thing, explains Lowry, only 5 to 25% of the 
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Victoria Motion 
Picture School 


Professional Training for the 
Film Industry 


Program Outline 
Unit 6 - 835 Devonshire Rd. 
Victoria, BC V9A 4T5 
Telephone: (250) 381-3032 
Facsimile: (250) 388-7349 
1-888-522-FILM 


vmps@pacificcoast.net 
www.pacificcoast.net/~VMPS 


GRAND RAPIDS FIRST NATION 
ch: 
P.O. Box 500 


Grand Rapids, MB 
ROC 1E0 


Tel (204) 639-2219 
Fax (204) 639-2503 


* SING * ACT 


Lee. 


es 
Fa 


* DRAMA 
* MUSCIAL THEATRE 


For information and Registration 
EDMONTON CHILDREN'S 
DANCE THEATRE 


#316 Belmead Professional Building 
8944 - 812 Street 


481-0338 


PSA is a non-profit organization which 
provides recreation and sport opportunities 
for persons of all ages with a physical 
disability.Fall programs begin in October 
and include sledge hockey, adapted 
swimming, floor hockey, wheelchair square 
dancing and canasta. Call for registration 
information. 


10024 - 79 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T65E 1R5 


(403) 439-8687 
Fax: 432-0486 


EMPIRE FINANCIAL GROUP 


Suite 410 - 340 12th Ave S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2R 1P5 
Edmonton Direct: 462-5854 
Bus: 269-1000 

Fax: 289-1418 

Res: 251-2611 
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Saluting all those whose hard work promotes 
Aboriginal Economic Development from 


Fond Du Lac Economic. 
Development Corporation 
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Tel (306) 686-4856 or Fax (306) 686-2040 
Fond Du Lac Dev elopment Corp. 

Box 211, Fond Du Lac, SK SO] OWO 


METIS CHILD AND FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 


10437-123 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1N8 
(403) 452-6100 Fax: 452-8944 


Maybe I can help. 


Chris Axworthy, MP 


COMMUNITY OFFICE 
904E 22nd Street W 
Saskatoon S7M OS1 
Ph: (306) 975-6555 or 1(888) 590-6555 
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Calgary « Edmonton « Red Deer 


ERMINESKIN TRIBAL 
ENTERPRISES 


Ermineskin Blankets Maskwachees Mall 
585-4262 585-2600 


Bigway Foods 
585-3000 


Garments & Crafts 
585-3750 


Gas Bar 
585-2498 


Building Supplies 
585-2165 


“We encourage all native students 
in their pursuit of knowledge and education.” 
BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1NO 
1-800-851-5605 


Live Life Fully 
Each day is an opportunity 
to start again. 
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Our Children 
are Sacred 


Stay in School 
Pray Hard, Play Hard, Work Hard 
Learn all you can from your experiences. 
Be good to yourself and others. 
Love life, it loves you. 


12011 - 76 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSB 2C9 
(403) 477-6648 
Fax: (403) 479-6199 
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Mtich has been made of the hard lot ate 


lost innocence of 


child workers... 


Street kids don't need to be perceived as victims 


world's 100 million street kids are actually home- 
less, and in places like Ethiopia and Bosnia, 
they've been displaced by war and famine. Being | 
on the street for many kids is notareactionto | 
problems at home or a form of youthful rebellion, 
but a circumstance they must deal with. | 


Collectively as well as individually, street kids _| 
present a unique set of challenges that defy pre- 
cious notions of childhood and charity. | 

"Advocating on their behalf has a great deal to | 
do with changing perceptions," says Lowry. 
Words and images - like the term ‘street kids' or 
‘the image of the homeless waif sleeping in a 
plastic bag" - are overwhelming. Though Lowry 
admits such stereotypes can be useful in provok- 
ing people, they deny a more complex reality. 
"Street kids don't need to be perceived as victims," 
he emphasizes, "they need a number of different 
kinds of support." 


S.K.I. sees children as active and independent 
participants in their own development, whether 
spurning drugs or deciding to work for them- 
selves. "We recognize it's a startling premise," says 


for youth workers that ultimately proved a touch- 
stone in addressing street kids' issues. 1989's 
Karate Kids, which sought to expose the dangers _ | 
of STDs through an animated narrative, outlasted | 
initial controversy to be watched in more than a 
hundred countries and twenty-three languages, | 
with additional ver- 
sions to come. 
Another video deal- 
ing with substance 
abuse, Goldtooth, 
was launched in 
1994 with similar 
success. In Canada, 
ithas beenusedin  [—* 
northern communi- s 
ties where solvent- 
sniffing has been a 
major problem. 

S.K.I.'s creative 
team, led by Lowry, consciously repudiated the 
‘Just Say No! approach in making the videos. 
"That's really just rhetoric, social rhetoric - it's a 
statement we make as though by saying it we will 
have defined the turf of what's evil or what is bad. 
Instead, we're getting kids trying to achieve nor- 
mal adolescent goals to decide for themselves that 
this is an unacceptable choice." Lowry has 
dubbed this "the way of empathy." 


The latest project, The Street Business Toolkit 
(to be introduced in 1998), focuses on honing the 
business skills of kids already engaged in making 
ends meet. 


S.K.I. has long seen enterprise as empower- 
ment, encouraging partnerships with local agen- 
cies and based on the normal adolescent goal of 
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having money. Since 1986's S.K.I. Courier service, 
when founder Peter Dalglish fitted three kids 
from Sudan with bicycles, S.K.I. has helped set-up 
everything from shoeshine businesses in the 
Dominican Republic to a youth-run pizzeria in 
Tanzania. 

Much has been made of the hard lot and lost 
innocence of child workers through the efforts of 
that other charismatic children's advocate, the 
teenaged Craig Kielburger. "He's very well-moti- 
vated and has a lot of integrity," says Lowry of 
Kielburger. "He's a firebrand - the best kind." 
However, "working children are not all abused 
and exploited and harmed and the abolition of 
child labour isn't very helpful in itself." 

1990's UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child created a new context, one in which non- 
discrimination, the best interests of the child, the 
tight to survival and development, and respect 
for the views of the child were laid down as fun- 
damental principles in international law. The 
consensus validated S.K.I.'s work while bringing 
the quagmire of politics to the fore. "There's a 
whole spectrum of different kinds of advocacy. 
Our lucating tl yubli¢ thar 
Specific governments." Generally, "gov- 
ernments want to do the right thing." If not, 
charitable organizations must still find a way 
around the impasse to help where help is needed 

Most people don't have leisure to figure out 
the political and ethical tangle between means 
and end in the cause of 
disadvantaged chil- 
dren. It usually fakes 
the individual charis- 
ma of a Bob Geldof or 
a Peter Dalglish (who 
went on to head Youth 
Service Canada) or a 
Craig Kielburger to 
show their fellow well- 
off westerners that 
they should be doing 
something, rather than 
feeling for, the home- 
less waif in the pictures. 


Not only has S.K.I. moved people: it has 
moved street kids themselves to act on their "tal- 
ents, dreams and ambitions." 


“Inaction is a form of action," says Lowry of 
the S.K.I. philosophy, of the "delicate balance" 
they've had to strike for the world they want to 
shape. "Inaction is a cause of all kinds of needless 
human suffering." In this context, words - on the 
bags of the fleet S.K.I. couriers - once again travel 
beyond their immediate point of reference: 

Not Tomorrow - Today. 


For further information on Street Kids International, 
view their web-site: www.streetkids.org/~ski. 
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Michael Walters at the launch of the spare cha Inge 
SONGS OF THE STREET poetry book. 
SONgS of the Street: FF 
NS of the SICCT . 3 
% S { f i] 
Lessons in Alberta racism: 
New poetry ‘ 
v3 A "joke" that is making its way around town: 
: What do you call a white guy, surrounded by two Indians? 
CXPCHCNCCE Scared. 
What do you call a white guy, surrounded by 20 Indians? 
VOu ¢ dl) feel Bartender. 
es What do you call a white guy, surrounded by 500 Indians? 
Warden. 
ith the publication of a second volume The book started with poetry night contests, Like most racist jokes, this one has some basis in reality. 
W: "street poetry" Faith Brace and and inner city people were encouraged to write There's no doubt that many native people have problems with 
Michael Walters have made a unique | about their lives and win some of the cash prizes ajcohol. They are still reeling from a near obliteration of their 
achievement in turning up the volume of an offered by sponsors. The motivation worked and —_cyjture and language, and from the horrors of phenomena like 
otherwise very quiet voice in our communities. | the poetry is steely strong and clear. Walters and —_ residential schools. And the number and proportion of native 
The thirty or so poems are a chance to hear from | Brace have published the winners, judged by the ~—_ people in Alberta prisons is shocking evidence that we have a 
people weotherwise wouldn't hear from very prize sponsors, and a few selected other poems. major problem. But this joke, and so many like it, keeps the 
much at all. As good poetry must, it reaches us, | The collection is widely varying but consistent racism going and keep the cycle turning. We have two problems: 
touches us, it's human experience we can feel. in its truthful tone and sensibility. how best to assist native people to recover from a devastating 
I cried as I signed the papers. Congratulations to Walters and Brace and the time for their families and society, and how to turn back preju- 
Ce ee 9 ions for bringing us this __ dice and racism? : ee i i Rl 


Singular Pu 
| o 


I hated the we who said a Se : aoe It's no wonder that young native people, entering the work- 
Songs of the Street, Number Two, is on sale 5 + : ‘ : 
that he'd stand and protect my son. sinmesidiiGiie alee onsite force (article on page 9) have to work very hard just to overcome 
i : prejudices. Facing racism has to be a tough way to start out on 
He didn't. KW. any career. 
(Susan Kerr, Sorrow and Fear) KW. 
Climbing up th it & how to cut up the pi 
lberta's "Growth Summit", modelled on similar events in the United not all that complicated, really. Alberta has a rich pie of an economy, mining out 


States, is nonetheless an event worth watching. It's quite laudable that a | the oil, coal, and forest resources. How to split up this juicy pie? Bettie Hewes 
government, particularly this government, should consider gathering | | 8toup will no doubt be arguing that a bigger piece of pie should go into govern- 
together a group of ment, through taxes, to provide the health care, education and social services that 
itizens to help people need. 
determine objectives and prior- But as we have clearly seen, the gov- 
ities for the economy. Even ernment and its business backers 
adding a "social economy sec- favour lower taxes and fewer govern- 
tor" as an afterthought, con- ment services. That leaves a much big- 
ceding that people should be ger piece of the pie for business. 


taken into the economic equa- The summit group consists mainly of 
tions, Is encouraging. business people, who already have, or 
Bettie Hewes, however, faces plan to make their own personal for- 
an immense challenge, work- tunes in a wild west Alberta. 
ing with her high-powered Convincing them to give up some of 
panel of people in the "social the pie so others can also share some 
economy sector". Will they be of this province's good fortune is going 
able to make a dent in the facts to be a tough haul. Bettie Hewes says it ‘ 
and figures of the business-ori- is just good business, in the longer 
ented summit. The govern- run. Let's hope her group at the sum- 
ment has set the ground rules mit can make that message hit home 
clearly, no big changes: "the with the other sectors. 
existing fiscal framework will K.W. 
remain in place." 


So what's left to discuss? It's 
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care about people... 


not 


Exclusive Interview 


Stories and 
hotos by 
eith Wiley 


ust dollars? 


The Alberta government’s Growth Summit 


this month has been a much bally-hooed discussion about the future of the 


province. There are few bones made about the Summit’s slant towards boosting 
business and the economy. When they organized the big event, however, it was 


split up into “sectors” for different discussions on different areas, and the , y 


‘, 
- 
. 
picked as the “delegates” a number of prominent Albertans al | 


known for speaking out on social issues, for her sector of the A b e rt @| G 


summit. “ 


vt 


Summit planners agreed to a “social sector” as one of the components of the 


event. 


Co-chair Michael Percy, former Liberal opposition MLA (who chose not 
to run in the last election) and University of Alberta economist, didn’t 
go far to find someone to facilitate the Social Sector of the summit, 
Bettie Hewes, also a former Liberal Edmonton MLA, who retired 

with the last election. Hewes, who was also an Edmonton City 


councillor, and for a short period the chair of CN Rail as a 


crown corporation, is well-known for her social concerns. She 


an Bettie Hewes make the business people listen to 
how economics affects people? The veteran Alberta 
politician is determined to try because, as she 
says, “Without people, you do not have an economy.” 
For Hewes, the Alberta Growth Summit has to consid- 
er social questions too. Hard-headed business cannot 
only think about competitiveness and balance sheets, she says. “It is as 
though the balance sheets and statistics are not related to people,” she 
says. But they are. 


Hewes is well-known for her positions on social issues, so it was a 
surprise that the Alberta government approached her to head up the 
social economy sector of the Summit. It was also somewhat surprising 
that Hewes, a Liberal who had 


sat across the eee se “Ther e's been a lot 
Premier Klein, signed on. “I of pain in recent 


agreed to do it because I 


believed the premier was sin- ears and it’s time 
cere and I believed it needed 


to be done.” 6 make liv for it.” 


“There’s been a lot of 
pain in recent years, and it’s time to make up for it,” Hewes says about 
social service cuts and the position of the more vulnerable people in 
Alberta. She says that government has taken a very dim view of wel- 
fare, and of people forced to welfare to survive. “The perception is that 
if you are on assistance, and if you are not getting yourself a job 
tomorrow, then you are a bad guy,” she says. She points out that not 
everyone can go out and get a new job. 

Hewes is hoping that the Summit will be a chance for Alberta to 
change course, and she says some corporate leaders are ready for 

~ changes too, changes to protect the more vulnerable. “It would be a 


“merrily on the ideological course that there is no public responsibili- 
ty, only private responsibility ... Child welfare, the environment, edu- 
cation ... these are a public responsibility,” she says. 


Good economic planning will take people concerns into account, 
says Hewes. She firmly believes it’s good business practice, profitable 
in fact, to have working social programs that provide a social safety 
net. 

After years of remaining low, the minimum wage in Alberta Has to 
be changed. “Could you support 


yourself and your family on $5 661t is as though the 


an hour?” she points out. And 


she doesn't expect employers balanc € sh eets an d 
to raise wages voluntarily ; statistics a re n ot 


j either. But, Hewes, points ” 
4r out, the minimum wage K/Qted to people. 
——" “shouldn't be a political 
= whim ... and a big fight 
for the employers and employees... There is no evidence that says 
» when you increase it jobs are lost.” But she warns that her Social 
Sector group will have to decide what it will recommend for the 
minimum wage. She herself favours setting a formula so that it is 
gy? __ adjusted regularly, and kept fair. 


Hewes isn’t expecting her job to be easy. With the outspoken mem- 
bers on her committee alone she expects some lively discussion. 
“These are people with very creative ideas. I have no anticipation 
they'll agree on everything,” she says. When it comes to taking the 
Social Sector's talks to the wider summit group, she knows it 

rowth may be even tougher. Hewes is determined to make a 
solid effort, however. “We might as well give up if this 
rea re mit province isn’t prepared to make some changes.” 


May the Creator guide your footsteps on 
the Pow Wow Trail 


Sacred Heart 
CHURCH OF THE 
FIRST PEOPLES ii 


10821-96 Street, Edmonton, Alberta of v 
(403) 422-3052 Fax (403) 423-0176 2 — 
Order gur Station of the Cross 
Collector Series Postcards — Available Now! ‘ 
Our warmest hello to all our brothers 


and sisters across the nation 


A message from Chief Luke Gull, 
Members & Elders of 


Weenusk 
First Nation 


Office Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
P.O. Box 1 Peawanuck, ON POL 2HO 


Phone (705) 473-2554 Fax (705) 473-2503 
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Software Systems Ltd. 


17007-107 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5S 1G3 


Ph. (403) 486-7680 
_ Fax (403) 486-7070 


Arico Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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KAPOWN CENTRE 


Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 
Chemical dependency services directed toward 
people 16 years of age and older 
e¢ Minimum 6 week residential program. e« 
e Continuous intake. « 24-hour in-patient care. e 


Kapown Centre Box 40 
Grouard, Alberta TOG iCO 
(403) 751-3921 FAX: 751-3831 


SUCKER CREEK 
FIRST NATION 


DRUG & ALCOHOL 
PREVENTION 
PROGRAM 


The youth are our future 
so let’s teach them to 


follow traditional 
Patsy Calliou native values and 


(403) 523-4390 


Be aware of the harm 
that alcohol and 
drugs can do! 


For further 
information call: 


not drugs and alcohol. 


*Cutting 5715-96 Street 
*Grooving Edmonton, Alberta 
*Threading T6E 3G2 
* Adapter and High Pressure Nipples Bus: (403) 438-1020 
* Fabrication & Pipe Sales Fax: (403) 436-4945 


Evening and Weekend Courses 
September 1997 


/ university credit courses 

V high school 30-level courses 
/ computer software courses 
/ financial planning seminars 


CALL 413-7800 
CONCORDIA 


University College of Alberta 
Continuing Education Division 


CONCORDIA 


ROMYN - JANISSE & 


ASSOCIATES LTD. 
SUB-CONTRACT FRAMING 


JOHN ROMYN 


Box 150, St. Albert, Alberta T8N 1N2 
Phone: 459-2351 « Cell.: 940-5222 


9913 108 
Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 
TS5H IAS 
(403) 421-7323 
(421-READ) 


Take Literacy to heart 

\ community-based, volunteer organization 
which provides literacy development for 
adults and families. Our activities enhance 
community participation and quality of life. 


Public Education Works... 


—< 


| Completing high school 


more chance of a job 


increased income 


Staying in school 
isa | 
smart economic move. 


@B the Alberta Teachers’ Association 


eS aE 


Labour hosts alternative 
publicly open summit 


1e Alberta Federation of Labour (AFL) was invited to par- 
ticipate in the Growth Summit and was in discussion 
with the government when the format and ground rules 
were announced. The AFL withdrew, fearing a repeat of the 
1993 government "consultations", "a tightly controlled 
process to produce the answers the government wanted." 
"This is just one more carefully-orchestrated ‘round 
table’ intended to put a veneer of public consultation on 
an agenda that was decided long before the summit was 
called," says the Federation. 


The Federation charges that only about 80 people 
have been invited to the growth summit, and that they 
“have to accept the government's fiscal plans, and the 
underlying antagonism to public services and mean- 
ingful government regulation of the economy." 


“Core provincial services like 
health care, education and social 
services have faced serious 
budget and staffing cutbacks, as 
have local government services... 
The current laissez-faire approach 
to the economy creates problems 
that all but its most ardent 


The AFL is sponsoring an alternative conference 
"Investing in tomorrow" in Edmonton, September 
18-20. "This one will be open to real public partici- 
pation," says Gil McGowan of the Federation. 
"There will be a public session where everyone can 
speak." This conference will also be geared to 
coming up with recommendations on what gov- 
ernment should be doing "during this boom 
period to ensure decent jobs, sustainable eco- 
nomic growth, the elimination of poverty, and 
an improved quality of life for all." 


BEYOND ECONOMIC GROWTH 


supporters recognize. The 
unfettered marketplace is not 
concerned with pollution, social 
dislocation and unrest, or the 


future of our next generations.” 


smaller players? Do we need more material goods 
or more cooperation and cohesion among people, 
including opportunities for the marginalized? What 
kinds of growth decrease rather than increase our 
quality of life?” 


public debate going about the future, but it is 

limiting the conversation by only talking about 
economic growth, says Anna Beukes-Van der Colff 
of Citizens for Public Justice. “The underlying 
premises of the summit is that if the economy 
grows, it will deliver more jobs, more goods, and 
the more we have, the better.” 


The Edmonton Social Planning Council (ESPC) 
and Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) believe there is 
a need to broaden the discussion 


IE good that the government is trying to get a 


The fact that economic growth has brought - 
with it the highest standard of living ever obtained 
and is serving the talented, educated and multi- 
skilled very well, makes it easy to forget about the 
vulnerable and defenseless. They see themselves 

more and more 


on whether economic growth _ Of late, we are increasingly marginalized as the 
alone will solve our problems. To : prospects of full- 
this end, ESPC and CPJ will witnessing growth with little or time jobs diminish 


jointly host BEYOND ECO- 
NOMIC GROWTH: Building 
Healthy Communities on 
September 18th and 19th. 
Featured speakers include 


and are shunted aside 
no new jobs. This happens because where they are con- 
sidered a "social prob- 
lem" to be taken care of 
with whatever is left for 


the expansion is mostly brought 


Linda McQuaig, Kevin Taft 
and Jan Reimer, with 
respected U. S. economist 
Robert Theobald as the 
keynote speaker. 


Van der Colff says “we | @ggure more opportunities and a 


need a conference where 


expansion will automatically 


about through more and smarter yojfar0. 


machines. To assert that economic _'"° BEYOND ECONOM- 


IC GROWTH: Building 
Healthy Alberta 
Communities Conference 
will submit key recommen- 
dations from this conference 


we can address ques- fair "piece of the economic pie” to the Growth Summit 
tions like: What grows? through Bettie Hewes, facilita- 
Who benefits from for all flies in the face of tor for the Social economy 


this growth? How can 


economic activity be mounting evidence to the 


opened up to partic- 
ipation for the 


contrary, 


Sector at the Growth Summit. 


For more information contact 
Brian or Anna at 423-2031. 
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Nhew appioadh fornative youth 


Od 


“Breaking Into thejob Market 


Story & photos by Penelope Timleck 


he national unemployment rate in 


Canada, according to Statistics Canada, | 


currently sits at 9.8 per cent. But 

among the native people in Alberta, 

the unemployment rate jumps up 
to more than double the national average at 
19.8 per cent. 


According to the same statistics from 
Aboriginal Affairs (1991), some of the primary 
reasons for this difference may be related to 
lack of education, formal training, or simply 
not being able to make the transition from 
unemployment or underemployment to full- 
time work. 


One pre-employment group in Edmonton 
seeks to target some of these issues, especially 
with young Native people, to help 
them overcome 
the 


barriers to 
entering the work place. 


The program, which provides five 
to six weeks of classroom instruction 
before the students complete 16 weeks of on the 
job training, is helping students, aged 18 to 24 
years, make a successful transition. 

"I like being in this program," says Maria, who 
has been studying for three weeks. "I've learned 
more about my culture. I've learned respect for 
my culture." When the program started earlier 
this year 12 students were chosen for each class. 
Following the classroom instruction, the students 
are placed in job training suited to their skills and 
interests. The employer, in return for providing 
this training, is offered a wage subsidy through 
Human Resources Development Canada. The 
training can lead to permanent employment 
within the company, or the experience to contin- 
ue on to other jobs. 


The program also offers six month follow up 
support to the student, as well as an opportunity 
for students to attain computer literacy skills, 
WHIMIS, and First Aid certificates. 


Linda Laliberté, the founder of the Target 
Native Youth program, says one of the primary 
barriers is a lack of confidence. "Low self-esteem 
and confidence are big issues, regardless of cul- 
ture. We try to teach them who they are and to 
function in another society while maintaining 
their traditions." 


| 


"We take a look at where the person is at and 
where their thinking is at in terms of where they 
are and where they want to go," says Laliberté. 


Target. Native Youth Prograng 


"We try to over- 
come barriers through cultural teachings and life- 
management skills." 


Mabel Morin, the facilitator of the Target 
Native Youth program, says the "students are 
encouraged to make the employer contacts, but 
we do help place them." 

"| think Native people teaching Native people 
is a good idea. We have Native elders come in and 
discuss Native culture with the students. We have 
a Sweetgrass ceremony every Monday and Friday 
and the students really enjoy that part. The stu- 
dents take turns doing the prayer," says Morin. 
"We try to make it as relaxing as possible here." 


Jodie Fleming, the owner of Automatic 
Sprinkler, has two of the students from the pro- 
gram. "I think it's working out quite well actually. 
There's been a lot of good things said about them 
(the students) and I think they've caught on pret- 
ty well," says Fleming. 

"This is the first program we are involved with. 
The wage subsidy had a lot to do with it, but we 
do hire a lot of people with no experience, as 
they train and apprentice here." 


To find out more about the Target Native Youth pro- 
gram call Mother Bear Consulting at 413-8174. 


Linda Laliberté, under of the 


THE FURNITURE CONNECTION 
409 = 10 Ave SE feat 
4 = # 19] 


THE PLACE TO SHOP FOR AFFORDABLE 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS AND MUCH MORE! 


Sept, 2-6 CARPET SALE 50% ofr Sept. 9-13 15% oF Soras 
SePT. 16-20 15% OFF HOUSEWARES Sept. 23-27 25% OFF BLINDS, ALL SIZES 


TUESDAYS=SATURDAYS 
9 am To 5 Pm 


ABORIGINAL FOSTER FAMILIES 


FOSTER PARENTS are ordinary people like you, they come from all 
walks of life and all parts of society. You can become a foster parent 
whether you are married, single or living common-law. 


If you have a concern and understanding of our 
children’s needs, a flexibility and space to accom- 
modate a child in your home and able to work as 


a part of a team, you are desperately needed by 
Native children in foster care. 


Basic maintenance rates range from $16 to $22 
: per day, depending on the child’s age and to a 
amy maximum of $30 per day per child with experi- 
a ence and training. On going training and support 
is provided. 


Canadian Native Friendship Centre 
Aboriginal Foster Care Program (403) 479-1999 


é PROJECT ADULT 


} nA * LITERACY 


SOCIETY 
Literacy & ESL 


* Trained volunteer tutors * Confidential 
matched with adult students ¢ Flexible Hours 

* Students work at their own pace * Resource Library 

* Student Assessment 


PHONE 424-5514 or 424-7409 
214-10010 - 105 Street, Edmonton, T5J 1C4 


Kathleen O’Neill 


Joint Executive Director 


THE CATHOLIC 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
if OF ALBERTA 
af & AFFILIATES 


6R, 11111 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton,Alberta T5K OL4 
(403) 488-8074 

Fax: 488-8077 


email: Chaaa@compusmart.ab.ca 


The staff and students 
from the 


Driftpile 
AVC. Campus 


An education will provide a 
solid foundation that will 
last a lifetime. 


THREADCO INC. 


6835 Glenmore Trail S.E. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Site #1, Box 38, R.R. 5 Bus: (403) 279-7858 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2G6_ Fax. (403) 279-2755 


Phone: 484-083 | 
Fax: 486-0698 


PF Manufacturing Y td. 


POSTFORMING 
COUNTER-TOPS, VANITY TOPS, BAR TOPS 
10417 - 174 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
TSS IH1 


The staff & management of 


ENOCH CREE NATIONS 


wish to salute the 
efforts of 


Keep up the 
good work! 


Be aware of 


eo SUCKER CREEK 
moins FIRST NATION 


2. Arnie en meets a _ 


and drugs — ~~ “DRUG & 

can do! PREVENTION PROGRAM 
For further The youth are our future 
information call: so let’s teach them to 


follow traditional 
native values and 
not drugs and alcohol. 


Patsy Calliou 
(403) 523-4390 


GALLOWAY 
SEEDS LTD. 


Producers & Processors of Seed, Grains & Oilseeds 


57174 Range Rd. 225 Bus. (403) 998-3036 
Edmonton, AB Fax (403) 998-1288 
T8L 3Z9 Call Jim or Peter 


THIS IS THE GAME YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR 


Dick works hard on his garden 
SO others can smell the flowers 


BY STAFFINA BOYCE 


Recently, walking through the Boyle Street area of 93rd 
Street and Jasper Ave, I noticed a well-tended garden in the 
midst of the concrete and exhaust. So close to 97th Street, 
labeled as Edmonton’s “drag district”, it seemed an odd 
occurance to see such community pride set amongst run- 
down buildings and a backdrop of towering skyscrapers. 


A closer look and one sees that there are a wide variety 
of cultures and people here: the elderly, hardworking fami- 
lies and long-time residents. On their way down Jasper 
Avenue, many people walk by this garden, literally taking 
time to smell the flowers. It has all been provided byaone == 
year retired human resources worker, Mr. Dick Barr. For 
thirty-three years he has lived in an apartment at 9244 
Jasper Ave planting flowers and making a difference. He has 
seen Boyle Street change throughout the years, and it does 
not seem to be changing for the better. Still, every year he 
plants his garden of daisies, orange lilies, hollyhocks, and 
purple pansies, each labelled neatly and weeded meticu- 
lously. You can see the pride he takes in what he helps cre- 
ate, calling his flowers his children and taking time to point 
out a particularly large bloom on his Alberta Rose bush. Dick 
is a participant in local gardening projects through a city 
program, Partners in Parks. 


How could planting a garden provide lasting change in 
this area? Yet change has occurred. There are no broken bot- 
tles, empty bags or litter beside this plot, Mr. Barr provides a 
simple explanation for this: maintaining anything with pride 
deters destructive acts by showing an example to others. 


In using simple acts of personal time and individual tal- 
ent to create a bit of beauty, Mr. Barr has, in truth, taken 


For further information on the Partners in Parks program, please Inner city gardener Dick Barr with his commu- 
call the team leader for your area at 496-1901. nity flower garden. PHOTO: John Zapantis 


Rob Champion, and 
his bike, have been 
selling Our Voice in 
the Kensington 
area of Calgary for 
over 2 years. “I like 
it out there. It’s laid 
back, relaxing. 
People even talk to 
you from time to 
time,” says Rob. He 
thanks the Plaza 
Theatre staff and 
everyone who’s 
been very kind. 


THE FINAL ROAD TO FRANCE ‘98 


Great Seats 
at Great 
Prices! 


Commonwealth 


CANT FIND. “in 
YOUR VENDOR? Sutsus™ 


Stadium The whole concept is to buy your copy of Our 


Edmonton 


Voice from a vendor on the street and support SU B §C R | B : i 
them in their work, But if you often can't find 4 


a vendor and want your copy to read, you can 0 | 3 0 
support the publication with a subscription. n | 

530 covers the mailing and printing costs 

Please consider making a donation above that. a year. ' 

Mail or call your subscription to: 


Team and Youth 
Discounts Available. 
Call Ticketmaster: 
451-8000 or Alberta 
Soccer: 474-2200 for 
Tickets and Info. 
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Juicey rolls a wild wheel 


t's all been going horribly wrong with wheels. In Yorkshire, a driver was killed 

when a detached lorry wheel bounced across the M62 highway and smashed 

through his windscreen. Slightly luckier, although only just, was Miami 
mechanic John Juicey, who almost died when a wheel with him inside rolled the 
wrong way down a busy freeway. Trouble started when Juicey, 26, was mending a 
large tractor tire. "I was inside the tire patching a hole," he explained. "I was sort of 
curled up, and then it suddenly started rolling. It made me dizzy." Despite his best 
efforts to stop it, the wheel trundled out of Mr Juicey's workshop, down the street 
and onto a freeway where it sped downhill against the flow of traffic for two miles 
before finally coming to rest in an alfalfa field. "I saw this wheel coming at me with 
arms and feet," recalled trucker Bert Smigs. “I beeped, but the arms just flapped, 
and I had to swerve." "Next time I'll keep the garage doors closed," said a disorien- 
tated Mr Juicey. 


Mouth watering automobiles jailed 


ood news for greedy drivers! A car has been developed which uses liquid 
chocolate in its hydraulic suspension. "My mouth's watering already," said 
22-stone motorist Wayne Tubbins. One place such an innovation wouldn't 
wever, is She bury, USA, where local councillors have banned 


ugly and dirty’ cars. Pe rung is part Of 4 Campaign tO Make SarresDury 


weld, 
'the prettiest town in the world", and is being enforced by teams of undercove! 
investigators who prowl the streets looking for ungainly motor vehicles. One man 
was fined for having dead flies on his windscreen, whilst another was imprisoned 
for having a vomit-coloured Volkswagen. Hardest hit of all has 

been local eccentric Vincent Sauce, who has, over the years, built 


up an impressive collection of Buicks disguised as items of fruit. 


He has so far been arrested in, variously, a banana, a mango 
and a bunch of grapes, and is facing a heavy prison sentence 
unless he defruits his cars and returns them to normal. "We're not 
against fruit per se," said one councillor. "Just when it's got dirty 
hubcaps." 


They'll never find us in here 


ieves worldwide are being betrayed by the things they've 

stolen. In Canada, for instance, a man pilfered a prize parrot 

only to be arrested after his victim repeatedly screamed "I'm 
stolen property!" In Germany, meanwhile, two burglars inadver- 
tently told police where they were hiding. Trouble started when, 
while burgling a Munich recording studio, the pair noticed a 
police car pulling up outside. Fearful of discovery they grabbed 
what they could and concealed themselves inside a large metal 
packing case. Unfortunately amongst the things they'd taken was 
a radio microphone which accidentally got switched on as they 
climbed into the case. "We were searching the premises," recalled 
one policeman, "when a voice whispered 'Get off my foot!" It 
seemed to be coming from a loudspeaker. Then another voice said 
‘They'll never find us in this large aluminum packing case!’ and 
then they started laughing." Officers surrounded the packing case 
and chorused "Come out, come out, whoever you are", where- 
upon a voice muttered "Damn!”, and the thieves gave themselves 
up. "What a pair of complete wallies," opined one officer. 


Articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London, England’ street sold magazine. 
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For One in 100 


Mi Schizophrenia is “‘youth’s greatest disabler,” striking the 


majority of its victims between the ages of 16 and 25-years-old. 
There are close to 300,000 Canadians 

disease. Schizophrenia is not multiple personality and the vast 
majority of those affected are not dangerous. Help us stamp out 


the stigma, and Walk the World for schizophrenia. oe 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1997 
Victoria Community Centre 
Fhe Wath begins at 12:30 p.m. at the Victoria Community Centre 01302 6 St SEs 
Walkers travel by Ft. Calgary. St. Patrick's Isle. and the Calgary Zoo. Pledge 
forms can be picked up from The Running Room. Eau Claire YMCA. all 
Superstore locations. and the Schizophrenia Society office. 


Call the Calgary Walk Hotline to Register: 264-5161 


The Schi vophrenia Society of Alberta, Calgary Chapter 4km 
206 A 12 Ave. S.E F mily 

Calgary, Alberta T2G 1A1 ” 

Phone: 264-5161 Fax: 269-1727 Fun 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 


Be yourself (and a tittle bit more) 


Call the YMCA nearest you. 


‘a0 


289-66 


1909 - 20 Ave N.W. 


“gps 


‘LOTHES UN 


(1995) Inc 


Limyy Tey 
LADY DI'S CONSIGNMENT” 


Good as New! Affordable Too! 
Choice Merchandise for 


Kids and Ladies 
44 Mon-Sat 10 to 6 


ce ee Thursday 10 to 8 


www. goldpages.net/calgary-consignment 


LIFE 1s ABOUT MAKING CHOICES. 
WHEN IT COMES TO PLANNING YOUR FUTURE, CHOOSE CAREFULLY. 


RED DEER COLLEGE 


many exciting programs that can 
help you get to where you want to be. 


Consulting Services Worldwide 


SMALL CLASSES & SKILLED INSTRUCTORS MAKE YOUR 
LEARNING MORE SUCCESSFUL AND SATISFYING! 


PHONE Rep DEER COLLEGE 
(403) 342-3148 


MIDWEST 
DRILLING 


Contract Diamond Drilling 
Site Investigation 
Soil Sampling 
Branches at™ 
FLIN FLON 


Phone: 
(204) 687-3483 
Fax 


e 
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THOMPSON YELLOWKNIFE 
Phone: Phone: 

(204) 677-2930 (403) 873-3358 
F Fax: 


ax: ax: 
(204) 687-3483 (204) 677-9852 (403) 873-6803 


Head Office 
180 Cree Crescent, Winnipeg, MB R3S 3W1 


Phone (204) 885-7532 


Fax (204) 888-4767 


One-Stop 
Earth and Environmental 


Environmental Site Assessments 
Contaminant Assessments 


Environmental Impact Assessments 
Environmental Audit ° 

Soil & Groundwater Remediation ¢ Public Participation 

Waste Management * Hydrogeology 

Occupational Health & Safety * Asbestos 

Indoor Air * Socio-economical Assessments 
Air Quality Assessments * Analytical Chemistry 
Geotechnical Engineering * Environmental Chemistry 

Soils & Materials Testing * Materials Engineering 


AGRA Earth & Environmental 


ENGINEERING GLOBAL SOLUTIONS 


CALGARY 
Phone: 248-4331 
Fax: 248-2188 
221 -'18 St. S.E., 
Calgary, AB T2E 6J5 


EDMONTON 
Phone: 436-2152 


Fax: 435-8425 
4810-93 Street, 
Edmonton, AB T6E 5M4 


The Great 
Napoleon 
Rivitt 
Wants to make a 
buffalo disappear 


e’s a Magic man, an 
illusionist who can 
make frowns disap- 


pear and smiles reappear. 
He’s The Great Napoleon 
Rivitti, and for the past 16 
years, he’s performed at 
many magical charity bene- 
fits and local venues. 


Alberta born and raised, Napoleon Rivitti dreams of making a 


Napoleon discovered magic 
at the age of 9. “I went to 
Willard’s House of Magic and I 
got involved. Since then my world of magic has 
opened many doors.” He says he owes a lot to 
the support and teaching of professional magi- 
cian Fred Willard. “I’ve been on the right road, 
because of his guidance and most of all his 
srt g. If he sees someone th: at has ‘th at 

By the time er had complet grade 
nine he had also reached an obsession with 
magic and he left school to perform. In 1981 he 
was one of Edmonton’s first street performers, 
performing magic tricks on the corner of Jasper 
Avenue and 101 Street. For a couple of years he 
worked at the West Edmonton Mall as a magi- 
cian. And Napoleon has performed at many 
charitable events. 

At one Christmas show, 
Napoleon says, “I heard this one 
lady explaining that her house 
had been broken into, and all her 
Christmas gifts and everything 


ALOERTO FEQERRTIOS DF 
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But be S Still doing as 


buffalo disappear from the stage of the Jubilee Auditorium 


PHOTOS BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


were gone. When I got my cheque after perform- 
ing | walked up and said, Well, ma’am, I don’t 
know you very well but this is from my family 
to yours, and handed her my cheque.”” 


Napoleon is now working to finish off his 
schooling, and has a steady “regular” job as well. 
00, his love for per 

ys. He hopes to set 
upa major ifastonary show in the next few 
years, with Fred Willard and other magicians. 
He’s certain he will surprise everyone at the 
Jubilee Auditorium when he’s finally given the 
Opportunity to make a live buffalo disappear on 
stage. 


For details on upcoming events with The Great 
Napoleon, he can be reached at 454-8058. 


Once with swift speed you chased the Buffalo 
Now you sleep in doorways and bus shelters. 
Once you draped eagle feathers across your 
sunbaked body 

Now you hold your hand out and wait. 


Once your drums and legends ruled the plains. 


Now greed and ignorance destroy your land. 
Once you spoke wisdom, truth and peace. 
Now you never speak. 


Once you knew the land, the skies and the 
waters. 
Now you know pavement and back alleys. 


Once you worshipped the great spirit. 
Now there is no one. 


Once you taught them all you knew. 
Now you know nothing. 


Do not forget 
Native sons and daughters. 
Stand up and touch the clear blue sky. 


Stand up and listen as the wind bends the 


prairie grass. 


Stand up and look around your vast land, 


and 


remember the days before the buffalo died. 


Sandra Barnes 


shouts 

with aches and pains and gritty eyes. 
The glaring fluorescent light above 
revealing the anger, the despair, the 
pain. 


Waking to the cacophony of urging 


Wake up! 

Pick up your mat! 
Let's go. 

Hurry up 

Let's go! 


Trying not to look around, 

trying to ignore the haggard faces. 
The angry eyes and the empty stares. 
The smells, the dirt, the withered 
hope. 


institutional tiles reflect the blaring 
light. 

Line ups at the urinals and the toilet 
Stalls. 

The stench of vomit and diarrhea 
hangs in the air. 

Waiting for my turn to release the poi- 
son inside. 


Chips of lye soap to wash away the 
night. 

Water drops course down my 
whiskered face. 

A stranger's eyes mirrored back at me. 
The mirror is my enemy and I look 
away. 


Our Voice welcomes your poetry. Keep your own copy, as we cannot return submissions. 
Poetry editor: Michael Walters. PHOTO: The face, a mannequin. 


Searching for the morning smoke. 

A precious butt that had eluded 
hunters. 

The few that have a smoke look smug. 
Borrowers are not welcome, Fuck off! 


Warm brown liquid and an old sand- 
wich 

not appreciated by many, but never 
refused. 

To be eaten now or saved for later. 
The breakfast of the unwanted. 


The nightmare of another day. 
Seekers trying to escape. 

Tired of the wondering, afraid of the 
answers. 

The why buried in the pain and fear. 


Walking the alleys to avoid the stares. 
Humiliated by the condition of my 
life. 

Not asking for help. 

Afraid of the assumed rejection. 


A couple of dollars will get me out of 
this hell. 

To release the tension in my muscles, 
the confusion in my mind, the pain in 
my heart. 

A moment's peace that will cost me 
my life. 


John R. Chega 


> 


BLUE QUILLS 


COLLEGE 


One of Canada’s Ist Native-controlled education centres. 
Serving our students for 25 years. Promoting native spirituality and culture 


Courses available on a full-time or part-tim 


Let Blue Quills help you acheive your goals! 


Call Blue Quills College now for more information 
1-888-645-4455 (Toll Free) 
Blue Quills First Nations College 
Box 189, Saddle Lake, Alberta TOA 3T0 


28 years in Alberta! 
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SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 


Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 


Millcreek’s 
Finest Chil Care 
Centre 


(A division of Country’s 
Finest Child Care Centre Ltd.) 


c/o Millcreek School 
9735-80 Avenue Phone (403) 439-8047 
Edmonton T6E 1S8 Fax (403) 434-4785 


...and youll 


discover the world! 


Penny McKee Library - 
Abbottsfield 


Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
3210 - 118 Avenue 
Opening September 15 
Hours: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs 1 - 8 pm 
Wed 10 am - 6 pm 

Fri 1 - 6 pm 


Sun closed Edmonton 
Public Library 


BY SUSAN 
ANDREWS 


Down and out 


Crossword #52 a 
This ends the CROSSWORD 
feature in Our Voice. If you | 
have suggestions for future 
features for this section of 
the maggzine, please call or 
write. Thanks to Susan 
Andrews for all the puzzles. 
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THE STREET 


on the streets of Vancouver 


Continued from the August issue. 
This is the third and final installment of 
Ron’s story of hitting bottom, homeless in 
Vancouver. Ron spent his first night under 
a bridge, after roaming the streets his first 
homeless day. He found a rooming house 
and lived from day-to-day for some time. 
Finally, he was sent by well-meaning peo- 
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ing outside of Vancouver. 
BY RON MURDOCH 


r | Nhe next morning with nothing to lose and 
an intend to rent form from Dunsmuir 
House filled out, I went over to social ser- 

vices. I explained that for six weeks I was essen- 


tially homeless, didn’t know how much money I 
was going to make in a day and was getting sick 


SOUPLINE BOB 
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oo YET HE LIVED 
NINETY- Five! 


of sleeping in a dorm. The social worker told me 
to come back at noon and pick up a rent cheque 
and support cheque. I felt elated. I would be able 
to move in to a small room at Dunsmuir House, 
afford a decent meal, go to the movies and do a 
number of other things that most people take 
for granted. It was a good feeling to have money 
in my pocket and my own room to go back to. It 
was nothing fancy, a bed, drawer, locker, sink 
and table but it was home. I could come and go 
as I pleased and listen to the radio. Dunsmuir 


Living on the streets of Vancouver was tough 
experience. A few people went out of their way 
to help me. They are kindly remembered. But it 
felt like most people treated a homeless person 
like a street lamp, another fixture to walk 
around. Even though living on the streets the 
way | did opened my eyes to a thing or two, | 
would not repeat the experience. It was too 
tough to handle. 
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Kind 


Supporters 


Thank you to the following businesses and organizations 


whose support helps publish this magazine. 


Chief Automotive Distributors 


4920 99 Street 
Edmonton AB 
T6E 3N6 
437 1030 


Consolidated Rockingham 


ervices 


10909 Jasper Avenue Suite 320 


Edmonton AB 
T5] 3L9 
448 5833 


European Food Ltd. 
10045 81 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 

T6E IW7 

433 0014 


Facility Info. Tech. Inc. 
10130 103 Street Suite 1300 
Edmonton AB 

T5} 3N9 

944 0066 


GMA Properties Inc. 
10222 140 Street Suite 200 
Edmonton AB 

T5N 2L4 

448 0767 


JA Matheson Equities 
11914 129 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 

TSE ON3 

455 6688 


403 266 4094 


PA heD 


Lou Howell Bobcat 
3208 104 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 

TSW 0A9 

474 0010 


Northern Transportation Co. 
42003 MacKenzie Highway 

Hay River AB 

XOE OR 

874 5100 


Riverbend Registries 
544 Riverbend Square 
Edmonton AB 

T6R 2E3 

437 7355 


Sedgewick Limited 
10130 103 Street 
Edmonton AB 

T5| 3N9 

420 0777 


The Wusyk Financial Group 
10104 103 Avenue Suite 1211 
Edmonton AB 

T5] OH8 

423 2009 


Wal-Mart Canada Ltd. 
375 Bellrose Drive 
St.Albert AB 

T8N 3K8 

458 1629 


Gentcom Construction Ltd. 
310, 7220 Fisher Road SE 

T2H 2H8 

252-5571 


@ Specialty Packaging 


¢ Corrugated Boxes 
¢ Packaging supplies 
¢ Folding Cartons 

¢ Set-up Boxes 


SPECIALTY 


8818 - 24 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6P 1L2 
Telephone (403) 449-1622 Fax (403) 449-1723 


Our Voice 
T-Shirt 


Soft light green quality T-Shirts printed 
with the Our Voice logo. Great wear to 
support a great cause! 

For your T-Shirt send $10 and $2 shipping 
and handling to: 

Our Voice TSHIRT 

1052796 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta TSH 26 

Or call 1-888-428-4001 


en 


Start a new career in 


Business Marketing and Management 
Register NOW jor September 2 3rd 


Job No 1 at MarTech College is to train people for business 
careers and help them get into companies or get started in 
their own businesses. Courses include information about cur- 
rent hot business trends, Business Marketing and 
Management techniques, Computer Applications and 
“Training” in business skills to enable people to move into 
great opportunties and perform successfully. 


CALL NOW 424-2103 


For a Free Consultation 
* Student financing possible 
* Job Placement assistance available 


MarTech College 
Suite #908, North Tower, 
10030-107 St., Edmonton, 424-2103 


Through LearnNet, your child can have access to the biggest class- 
room in the world — while her classroom teacher is just a phone call 
or email away. LearnNet combines home learning through technol- 
ogy with solid, school-based classroom education for students from 
Grades 2 through 12. 
Connect to a whole new world of learning with LearnNet. 
To find out more about LeamNet, please attend one of our open houses. 
John D. Bracco, 3150 - 139 Avenue, Edmonton, AB (403) 475-1760 
email: dtroock@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
kwhiting @ epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
Imackay @ epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 


career information and referral service. Here for you 
with the latest information and advice on: 

* Career planning * Occupations 

* Educations & training options + * Job search techniques 
<  *Resume preparation * Educational funding 
<~ «Identifying appropriate organizations and referrals 


Hours of Service 


Making Contact 
In Alberta 1-800-661-3753 


Mon to Thurs 8:15 am - 7:00 pm « Friday 8:15 am - 4:30 pm 
in EnOntON 5 < « Hitresin's oon 403-422-4266 


Hearing Impaired in Edmonton . . . 403-422-5283 Albatta 
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| SWE | 


Sports Promotions 


We require a self-motivated, articulate, hardworking individuals to add to 
our telephone sales team. Must speak clear, fluent English and 
Guaranteed Wage have a willingness to learn. CDMA 


Training provided ‘~~ 
102 10350 124 Street ‘o/j 


Call 482-5859 


i. 


GRAND Rapips 
First NATION 


PO Box 500 
Grand Rapids, MB 
ROC 1£0 


Tel (204) 639-2219 
Fax (204) 639-2503 


The career information Hotline is a toll-free telephone 


TRAILS END 


've been down there. I know what it's like. When I 
meet people today, they're amazed at where I come 
from and where I'm going. 

The first fifteen years of my life were the best. I was 
raised by my grandma to respect Elders, to treat people 
with respect and to go to church regularly. I was disci- 
plined, but rarely harshly. Usually it was things like 
being cut off from candy, except for the time that I was 
caught smoking. 

Grandma always told me not to drink, that "It's no 
good for you." But when she passed away in 1963, | 
couldn't see life without her. I went against all of her 
teachings. I left home in ‘68, and for the next 23 years I 
lived the life of an outlaw, 18 of them spend on skid row 
in Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver. In the summer of 
1991 I was sitting in the Calgary Remand Centre. I start- 
ed to think about "is this what I want for the rest of my 
life?" By then I had two children out there who needed 
me. I was no good to them in there. 


I sobered up on October 8, 1991 on the banks of the 
North Saskatchewan River. I'd slept on these banks for 
years. That same day, I caught the bus for the Bonnyville 
Rehab Centre. I didn't really want to go but I had 
nowhere else to turn. By then I was far enough into the 
jail system and street life, that I had had enough. After 
two weeks in the program, I clicked into my earlier 
thoughts in the Calgary Remand Centre. Now I had 
some place to go and another chance in life. I stayed the 
full month required. 


When I came out, I started thinking “I need more 
help.” With all those years of drinking, I needed more 
than one month. | spent a lot of time with AADAC in 
Edmonton - going to AA meetings, seminars, work- 
shops. 1 talked to a lot Of good people and T wanted 
what they had - sobriety, a car, license 
and a family together. My 
mind was fogged up but I kept 
going. 

Today I have my children 
with me. My daughter graduated Ts = 
into grade six with five A's. My © 
son has four A's going into grade 
three. When he started grade two, 
he was one of the lowest achievers 
in a remedial reading class. But we bought books and sat 
with him to help him read. By the end of the year he 
could read to his class as one of the top readers. 

My kids give me a lot. If I've had a rough day, my 
body language shows it. My daughter comes and hugs 
me and says, "It's okay, Dad." I've never lost the appreci- 
ation of being able to give them a hug and kiss at bed- 
time. 


In 1993-94 I enrolled at Concordia College and took 
University/College Entrance Preparation courses. My 
marks were good enough to be accepted into University 
in the Native Studies Faculty. I thought I was on my 
way. But a month into my studies, my ex walked out, 
leaving me with the kids. I kept going to classes but my 
grades were failing. I decided to withdraw and come 
back another time. I didn't want my marks held against 
me later. 


In March, I started working with dysfunctional fami- 
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lies in a program that was called Nisoh Kumakewin, 
Cree for "helpers." It was a welfare program, and paid 
very little with no incentives at all. A female assistant 
and I worked with ten families. We helped six of them 
to somewhat turn their lives around. Our main success 
was a man and wife with six children. Today they are 
still together and the parents are still sober. | felt sad 
when this program ended eight months later. It really 
helped the native families, more than child care or 
social workers. We made a lot of progress with native 
families. 
In July last year, I started selling Our 
Voice. It taught me a lot. For one thing, | 
learned to put a smile on my face - 
which is a lot considering where I had 
»come from. People come from all over 
the world. I even met an American 
publisher from Denver. She gave me 
an American dollar bill which I kept 
as - so I'm never broke. I meet a lot of the 
local shopkeepers, clerks and waitresses. The mail- 
man buys me coffee. 

If I could swing it, in five years, I'd love to build a 
house on my reserve and start up a dude ranch with the 
name, “Trail's End". It would bring me back full circle to 
where my uncle had 30 to 40 cattle, that I helped raise, 
when I was a kid. I learned all about hard work and cold 
winters. If this dream comes true, then I would love to 
help the next guy, offer him something at the ranch, a 
place to stay, a place for people to go and socialize, learn 
about ranch life and horses. We also have beaches, white 
sand and what could be a spot for golf along the blue 
waters of Cold Lake. So many things could be developed 
back on my home reserve. | want something that would 
benefit not only my family, but the community as well. 
| want to be part of that, make some changes, even sit 
on council. 


| want to thank all the people who have donated and 
helped me with my struggles along Whyte avenue in 
Old Strathcona. 


Vendor Name 
Number 
Authorized by 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
* | will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 
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\ Lawyer ie Shirish Chotalia and Theresa 
icBryan smile after winning the x: 


TEST CASE 


McBryan wins right to appeal weltare ruling 


BY LINDA DUMONT 


heresa McBryan and her supporters cel- 
ebrated victory while the lawyers for 


the Department of Social Services and 

the'lawyer for the appeal parier quietiy tert 
the courtroom. McBryan won the right to an 
appeal of her eligibility for welfare at her 

_ court challenge on Monday, August 11 at the 
bea This was the first 
case of its kind irAlbertaNever before has a 
person on social assistance taken the 
Department of Social Services to court over a 
negative ruling. 

"I think it's wonderful. It proves there is 
still justice in the land," said McBryan. "I 
wanted simple justice; to send a message to 
the appeal panel. Social Services is a totally 
closed community so appeal panels do not 


anticipate that they will answer to a higher 
court." 


Lawyer Shirish Chotalia represented 
McBryan in what she termed a ‘landmark 
case.’ It was the first case of its kind, a 'test 
case’, since very few people who are on assis- 
tance have the resources to challenge a nega- 
tive decision made by the Department of 
Social Services. 

"We're really pleased with the decision," 
Chotalia said. "We're happy for her 
(McBryan) and for other people who have 
been denied assistance. It means that other 
people will have to be treated fairly and it's 
giving the applicant the right to appeal a 
negative decision." 
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McBryan was cut off assistance in 
February. She had been receiving $394 per 
month standard benefits. Department of 
Social Services claimed that she had noor 
attendance at a job training program she was 
required to take, and that she missed an 
appointment with her employment coun- 
selor. This was interpreted as refusal or 
neglect to avail herself of the job training 
program. 


McBryan missed ten days of work due to 
backaches and bronchitis. Before that, she 
missed another five for sinus problems, and 
other reasons. When McBryan returned after 
her illness, she was informed that she had 
been dropped from the program. She was 
also cut off assistance. Since then, she has 
been living in a friend's garage. 

McBryan appealed the decision through 
Social Services in April but she was not rein- 
stated. 


McBryan launched a court challenge with 
the help of her friend and advocate, Penny 
Frazer. In the courtroom, McBryan's lawyer, 
Chotalia, was able to establish that McBryan 
had not been given a fair hearing at her 
appeal. Her reasons for absence from the pro- 
gram had not been accepted even with docu- 
mentation from her doctor, and she had been 
given no opportunity to speak to the appeal 
panel on her own behalf. 


CONTINUED...2 


Witt THE GrowrH SUMMIT HELP PEOPLE? 
iv vote & comment: 1[-888-428-4001 Toll Free 
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Portrait from the 
Calgary street 


Our cover painting, by Janet Perrett 
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BY C. WATSON 


Mike O'Hara laughs when he is asked if he was "one of those 
wild O'Hara boys." For sure he was! There were five of them and 
four girls, too. Lively-minded at 48 he has been 32 years in a 
wheelchair. It was his approachability and those astonishing blue 
Irish eyes that attracted emerging Calgary artist, Janet Perrett. 
Last summer during Street Studio on Calgary's Stephen Avenue 
Mall, she asked his permission to do a quick sketch. The mall is 
his fair weather place. Mike knows everyone. He stays with a 
brother close to downtown. 


Mike has lived with daily regrets about driving wild and that 
accident at age 16. "I was a drunken fool," he says slowly. But, 
there's a constant stream of people who call out to him, offer to 
pick up a coffee or something to eat, or move over to light his 
cigarette. He's quick to thank them and takes out coins to pay his 
own way. Call him "Mike", he'll love the sound of a new voice. 


